ELLEN   TERRY
war of Terry birthplaces has been waged
in the old town, the chief combatants being
two tradesmen in Market Street.    There
is little  doubt   that the  birthplace   is  in
Market Street, a narrow thoroughfare close
to  the  theatre,   in  which   it has been a
custom to let theatrical lodgings since the
beginning of the century.    The distinction
would seem to lie between No. 5 and No.
26 in the street,  and   on  the whole the
better case seems to have been made out
for the former, which, at the time of Ellen
Terry's birth, was an eating-house at which
lodgings were let to the performers at the
neighbouring theatre.
Ellen Terry is the second child of her parents.    Before we begin the proper business of this book, it may be convenient briefly to note  the  remarkable  theatrical careers of her brothers and sisters.    It is safe to say that no family in the history of the modern English stage can count amongst its members so many men and women possessing histrionic talent of a high   order.
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